The Canning Tradition
ate. The two Powers had but a disinterested wish to merit the benediction of peacemakers. They would mutually yield, or would do anything"; only let their co-operation restore peace to distracted Spain. Apropos of the light thrown by them upon Metternich, I have already expressed my obligations to the un-printed family papers shown me long ago by the last Lord Rokeby. As regards the present subject they suggested, I remember, the probability of the Spanish marriages idea having almost simultaneously presented itself to the French king and the Spanish queen-mother in or about the year 1841. Louis Philippe at the time would come to no decision till the return of his emissary, Pageot, from London, whither he had been sent to report how the idea was received by England. Except at the point just mentioned, the manuscript evidence accessible to me contained nothing calling for any modification in the accepted version already given of the diplomatic incidents subsequent to 1841.
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